
 

Needs 
Chicks: 24 hours of light for 4 
days, then introduce a dark 
period. (Heat lamps must stay 
on.) When chicks reach 5 
weeks of age, darkness can be 
increased. 
Quality forage fodder, legumes, 
greens, corn, grains, insects, 
grubs, worms, fish and more; 
on average 16% protein and 
20% for chicks.  
Grit, such as oyster shells. 
Always fresh source of clean 
water available, especially in 
the summer. 
Reliable shelter from wind, 
rain, heat, cold, and predators. 
Ground floor accommodation 
is best for broilers and don’t 
need roosts.  
Dusting and care for mites. 
 

 
 
Also considering Buff Orpington or Canadian Bresse or 
Dorkings as heritage breeds vs the hybrid Rangers.  They 
will breed true while hybrids won’t.  They are all good 
brooders and foragers, especially the Dorking. Hatching 
our own will ensure sustainability in the future. 
Supporting heritage breeds is one of our values, we also 
breed registered Canadienne draft horses.  Finding 
breeders is challenging and the price is pretty high when 
you do.  Hatching eggs may be the only way. 

Yields 
4.5 to 6 lb weight 
when dressed, 
great for the table 
or soup. 
 
170 eggs a year at 
about 18 weeks 
old 
 
Fresh chicken 
manure 
contains 0.5% to 
0.9% nitrogen, 
0.4% to 0.5% 
phosphorus, and 
1.2% to 1.7 
%potassium. One 
chicken produces 
approximately 8–
11 pounds of 
manure monthly. 
 

 

Human Benefits 
Saving labor and fertilizer/pest 
control /weed control for the 
garden. 
Better flavor than conventional  
Readily available chicks, cheap. 
Children love them! 

 

Characteristics 
Rangers are technically not a breed of chicken, but 
instead, is a hybrid created to fill a specific niche.  Big 
corporations were looking for an alternative to the fast-
growing meat chickens and their health problems. to be 
foragers and slow growing meat birds. They tend not to 
fly much.  
Their bodies are a solid rectangular shape, and they have 
strong, thick yellow legs and feet. They are lighter 
coloured than a Rhode Island Red with black tipped 
wings. 
Rangers are generally fairly calm and amiable birds with 
good personalities. 
Healthy, as long as they don’t put weight on too fast. 
They make good foragers because they are active, can 
camouflage to escape predators, great survival skills. 
They are pretty good at returning to their coop. 
Although I read conflicting opinions on that. 

Ecosystem 
Functions 
Soil fertility 
Soil Aeration 
Pest Control/such 
as ticks that bother 
other species. 
Weed Seed Control 
Feed for wildlife 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Niche Analysis 
Free range broiler chickens - Rustic Rangers (maybe) 
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